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Dear Friends , 
 
A Very Happy new Year ,  
 
 Firstly, I very much hope that you and your loved ones are safe and well following the unprecedented year we have witnessed. It has 
been a hugely challenging and uncertain 12 months for everyone .  
 
Given everything which has unfolded,  Since mid-March, we have had to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic and focus upon the safety 
and welfare of  our tennis families , anticipate what might happen and develop multiple scenarios and contingencies so that, as an 
organization, we could be as prepared as possible for the uncertainty. 
  
As a  tennis family, we have learned that we must work together to steer our sport through difficult times. Collaboration, communica-
tion and unity have never been more important and Covid-19 has provided tennis with an opportunity to emerge from the crisis better 
equipped for the future. 
 
It has been a rough time fior Tennis community including coaches , players , officials   and those dependant on sports . Our first  aim 
was to get the sport going , we communicated  with our  Government   to start  tennis and  other sports ,  the Government allowed 
resumption of tennis playing and coaching activities, bringing relief   and cheers to our tennis players. 
 
I would like to thank all the clubs , affiliated institutions and coaching centers for following all the norms set by the Government en-
suring safe environment for players and members . We have not  seen any problems arising from start of tennis activities any where in 
the state so far  which is great sign. 
 
Our next effort now is to start competition and we have already been communicating with the government with regards to this , the 
Central government  has  issued Return to competitive Sport Safety Protocols   guideline for use with their local government health 
and safety authorities but we are awaiting state government permissions MSLTA  council has approved  a list of competitions and  
Camps for our players state wise once the official permissions are received , we are planning a lot of activities at a local level to start 
with so as  to help players avoid unnecessary travel in the first phase . 
 
The last quarter saw competitive tennis resume in  other states and countries , and out players have started competing , but we hope 
that they will be able to compete in Maharashtra soon . 
 
We also would like to congratulate  multiple times national champion , Davis Cupper and than coach of the national means and 
women's Team Shri Nandan Bal for being awarded the prestigious Dhayanchand Award . We would also like to congratulate  Supriya 
Chatterjee of Nagpur for being nominated as the  Officiating Female Ambassador for Asia by the International tennis Federation .  
Maharashtra flag Continues fly high the All India Tennis Association level as well  with Myself being elected the  Joint Secretary and  
our President Shri Bharat Oza reelected as the Vice president of the Association 

Lastly I would like to thank Dais Cupper and top Mens Professional player Purav Raja for sparing his valuable time to organize The 
MSLTA Heroes Camp for professional players from our state ,  it is with Purav’s initiative that the Camps have been a resounding 
success with top players from other states also joining the camp. 

 
Once again we would like to thank the entire tennis community in Mahasrhtra for their patience an ensuring they follow rules and 
regulations and operate under the SOP issued by the MSLTA , we look forward for brighter , happier , healthier and tennis filled 2021 
 
Sunder Iyer 
Hon Secretary 
 



In 2019, ITF Officiating launched the project "Advantage All' to high-
light & promote women in tennis officiating. Its' Asia Oceania edition 
was held during an ITF Women's $100,000 event held in Shenzhen - 
China, with the cooperation from China Tennis Association. An all 
women team with female tutors from ITF, not only officiated the event 
but also held workshops, arranged activities, interactions, brain storm-
ing, training & evaluating.  

Sheetal Iyer of India was the Referee and Supriya was one of the white 
badge chair umpires along with others selected from the Asia Oceania 
Region - Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Chinese Taipei, Ka-
zakhstan, Australia & of course from China, being the host nation. 
Following this workshop ITF appointed a Female Ambassador for Asia, who is from China and going 
further it promoted the idea of appointing National Female Ambassadors from each nation in region. 
We are happy & proud to announce that the All India Tennis Association nominated Supriya's Chatter-
jee for the role. 

Congratulations to One of the most renowned and versatile 
Tennis Personalities of Maharashtra and India Shri Nandan 
Bal. As Tennis Player Nandan was the National Junior 
Champion , Member Indian Junior team to Europe , Three 
times Men’s National Singles Champion 1983, 1984, 1985 
and ranked amongst top three players in India in 1978, 79, 
80, 81, 82, 83 and 84.  

Mr Bal was Indian Davis cup team member from 1978-1983 
(Debut against South Korea in 1978 in Seoul) , Silver Med-
allist, Team event at the Asian Games, New Delhi, 1982 , 
Silver Medallist, Men’s Singles at the World University 
Games in Mexico City, 1979(First Indian to win a medal at 

the World University Games). He was Ranked in the top 250 players on the ATP Tour in 1980. Reached 
the final round of Wimbledon Qualifying event in 1980 

As a tennis Coach he Coaches of the Indian Davis Cup team from 2000-2013. The Indian team qualified 
for the World Group qualifying twice in that period. He was Coach of the Indian Fed Cup team from 
1996-1998 and again in 2017 , Captained the Indian team for Beijing Olympics, 2008, Guangzhou Asian 
Games, 2010 where India had a tally of two Golds and one Bronze And the Commonwealth Games, 
2010 where India had a tally of one Gold, one Silver and two Bronze. He is International Tennis Federa-
tion Level 3 coach, highest possible certification by the I.T.F. for a coach 

As a Tennis Administrator he Currently serving as Selection Committee member, All India Tennis Asso-
ciation (A.I.T.A.)and also serving as member of coaching committee of Maharashtra State Lawn Tennis 
Association (M.S.L.T.A.) 

Nandan Bal bestowed with prestigious Dhyanchand Award 

Supriya Chatterjee is the National Female Ambassador for Tennis Officiating 
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Secretary of the Maharashtra State Lawn tennis Association  Sunder Iyer has been elected as the New 
Joint Secretary, while President of MSLTA Bharat Oza has been retained as the Vice President of the 
All India Tennis Association (AITA) in the quadrennial election of the association.  

 
Member of Parliament, Dr. Anil Jain, was  unanimously elected 
as the president of the All India Tennis Association (AITA) in the 
Annual General Meeting  .  With all the posts being filled without 
the need for a contest, Davis Cup captain Rohit Rajpal became the 
treasurer while Anil Dhupar took over as the secretary general. 
 
There will be eight vice presidents apart  from Mr Oza which  in-
clude the former president Anil Khanna, apart from the outgoing 
secretary general Hironmoy Chatterjee and the multi faceted 
Vijay Amritraj.  Apart from Mr Iyer  There will be four joint sec-
retaries in Premkumar Karra, Raktim Saikia, Suman Kapur. There 
will also be seven other executive committee members. 
The office bearers: 
President: Dr. Anil Jain. 

Vice presidents: Hironmoy Chatterjee, Chintan Parikh, Navneet Sehgal, Anil Khanna, Bharat Oza, CS 
Sunder Raju, Vijay Amritraj, Rajan Kashyap. 
Secretary general: Anil Dhupar. 
Treasurer: Rohit Rajpal 
Joint secretaries: Premkumar Karra, Raktim Saikia, Suman Kapur, Sunder Iyer. 
Executive committee: Dr. Akhouri Prasad, Aneil Mahajan, Ankush Dutta, Ashok Kumar, Gurucharan 
Singh Hora, Capt. Murti Gupta, Thomas Paul. 

Bharat Oza VP, Sunder Iyer is new Jt Secretary of  AITA 
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It is dream of every tennis player to play the Grand slam events,  Pune based Vaishnavi Adkar as she 
will step on the famed Clay courts of the Roland Garros to participate in the Junior French Open 2020
(Roland Garros) wild card tournament in Paris. that will be played in Paris from October 2. 

Adkar who started playing tennis at the age of 6 has had a steady growth graph doing well at the local , 
state and national level . Her entry to the French Open 2020 (Roland Garros) wild card tournament in 
Paris was a result of her Winning the Roland Garros Junior Wild Card Series 2020(Under 18 category) 
in Delhi. A win at the Junior French Open 2020 (Roland Garros) wild card tournament would ensure a 
wildcard in the French Open Junior Main Draw 

Adkar was felicitated today by the Bounce Tennis Academy along with the newly elected Jt Secretary 
of All India Tennis Association Sunder Iyer.  
 
Speaking on the occasion of the Under 16 India No 1 girls Player and Current ITF junior of Ranking 
675 Adkar said " I'm pretty excited to play on the courts of Roland Garros. Representing my country at 
the international level has been one of my many dreams since childhood. So its like a dream come true 
for me. Along with tennis I've been focusing a lot on fitness lately because it is very important for me 
to stay in the best shape possible to be able to do good at the international level. 

Pune's Vaishnavi Adkar  selected  to represent  India at Jun-
ior French Open 2020( Roland Garros) wild card playoffs in 

Paris. 
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Rutuja Bhosale overcomes travel nightmare to claim title in 
Egypt  

 
 

Maharashtra's Top female tennis player Rutuja Bhosale 
won her first title in three years by claimining the 
$15,000 ITF Women’s event in Sharm El Sheikh, 
Egypt . 
 
Playing in her first event since the lockdown, the 24-year
-old Pune girl beat Czech Republic’s Anna Siskova 6-2, 
7-5 in the final to claim her third career singles crown. 
“It was very exciting because I had been training for 
months in a row and to get back on the competing side 
was definitely exciting,” Bhosale, world-ranked 451,  
. Bhosale, who had earlier won two singles titles in 2017, 
just dropped one set in the tournament – in the semifinal 
against Slovakian Romana Cisovka. 
 
Bhosale had to endure the hassle of procuring a visa and 
a two-and-a-half days’ travel because of a flight delay in 
Delhi. She ended up spending 15 hours in Sharjah and a 
night in Cairo and travelled for about 59 hours. Instead 
of playing doubles, she chose to take part in the singles 
event. 

Arjun Kadhe claims two doubles 
title in Egypt  
 
Getting a rare opportunity to play in a season curtailed 
by the pandemic,  Maharashtra’s Arjun Kadhe made  
his stint in Egypt count.  
 
The 26-year-old Indian clinched his tenth doubles title 
and the second in a span of three weeks on Saturday 
when he triumphed with Ukrainian Vladyslav Manafov 
in the $15,000 ITF men’s tennis event in Sharm El 
Sheikh. 
 
Egypt is the first stint for the Pune lad since the profes-
sional circuit began to make a return amid the pan-
demic. 
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MSLTA HEROES camp was held at MSLTA, Mumbai  for professional players from Maharashtra 
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